PREFACE TO THE ENGLISH-LANGUAGE
EDITION

of The Masters and the Slaves

1 HIS essay is the first of a series in which I have undertaken to
study the formation and disintegration of patriarchal society in Bra-
zil, a society that grew up around the first sugar-mills or sugar planta-
tions established by Europeans in our country, in the sixteenth century.
It was upon this basis that the society in question developed: the
production of sugar by means of a socio-economic system that repre-
sented, in a way, a revival of European feudalism in the American
tropics. In the nineteenth century the system was to undergo an al-
teration that was not so much one of form or sociological characteris-
tics as of economic content or cultural substance, through the substi-
tution of coffee for sugar as the mainstay of the regime.

Sociologically matured through an experience of three centuries,
the tropical feudalism of Brazil has conditioned the expression of life
and culture and the relations of man with nature in this part of the
Americas down to our own time, and its disintegration is a process
that today may still be studied in a living form; for its survivals con-
stitute the most typical elements of the Brazilian landscape, physical as
well as social. The majority of our countrymen are the near descend-
ants either of masters or of slaves, and many of them have sprung
from the union of slave-owners with slave women. The visiting for-
eigner cannot be said to have seen Brazil unless he has been in the old
Big House of some sugar or coffee plantation, with what is left of its
family silver, its rosewood, its porcelain, its ancestral portraits, its
garden, its slave quarters, and its chapel filled with images of the
saints and the mortal remains of former inmates. These Big Houses,
slave quarters, and plantation chapels blend harmoniously with the
fields of sugar-cane, the coffee groves, the palm trees, the mangoes,
the breadfruit trees; with the hills and plains, the tropical or semi-
tropical forest, the rivers and waterfalls; with the horse-teams of the
former masters and the oxen that were the companions in labor of the
slaves. They likewise blend with those descendants of the white or
near-white masters and of the Negro, mulatto, or cafusoa slaves who
out of inertia have remained rooted in these old places where their
grandfathers held aristocratic sway or engaged in servile toil

1 Offspring of Indian and Negro. (Translator.)
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